 
To: Jill Pfister, FAES Assistant Dean

From: James Fredal, CCI Sciences Subcommittee Chair

Re: Semester Conversion Proposals for FAES Minors:  Forestry, Fisheries, and Wildlife; Sustainable Agriculture; Animal Pre-Veterinary Medicince; and Entomology

Date: March 4, 2011

Jill:

The Science subcommittee of the Arts and Sciences CCI met on January 21st to review the semester conversion proposals for four FAES Minors: Forestry Fisheries and Wildlife, Sustainable Agriculture, Animal Pre-Veterinary Medicine, and Entomology.    We are requesting a few changes and corrections on the minors before we send them forward to the full CCI.

Forestry, Fisheries and Wildlife:

· This minor had a number of extraneous documents that should be removed. 

· The proposal will need a transition plan for students who are finishing the old Natural Resources minor to clarify what their options are (this will apply to Environmental Science and Society and Environmental Issues as well).  The material on the hyperlink is not available, and whatever transition plan is devised should be copied directly into the proposal.   

· On the PACER form, the minimum required credit hours outside the unit should be filled in as “0.”  

· All references to GEC should be changed to GE.

· All courses should be listed with appropriate credit hours.  

· Finally, there was a question about the advising sheet.  The second paragraph states that “One course is required within each focus area…”  and then “Two additional courses are required within each focus area…”   This seems to suggest that students take courses in all three focus areas, but the list suggest that in fact students take all three elective courses within one chose focus area.  So, while we understood the intent of that paragraph, the language was initially confusing and could probably be reworded (or even eliminated) to clarify that students merely need to select three courses within one focus area.

Sustainable Agriculture:

· Extraneous documents should also be removed from this proposal.

· References to the GEC changed to GE.  

· The program learning goals on the PACER form need to match those listed later under “expected learning outcomes.”  Also, some of the PACER goals seemed rather general, referring alternately to “several aspects,” of sustainable agriculture, “various goals of sustainability,” “deeper dimensions of sustainability,” and “various dimensions of sustainable agriculture.”  These goals should probably be made more specific to the content of the minor, or could be eliminated altogether, since learning goals are not a requirement for minor proposals.   In other cases, the language might be revised.  For example, “planning and executing the student farm,” might be “developing and executing plans for the student farm,” etc.  

· Finally, quarter numbers should be replaced by semester numbers on the advising sheet, and credit hours should be clear for all courses.

Animal Pre-veterinary Science:

This proposal needs only a few small fixes:  

· The PACER form lists 6 credit hours of prerequisites, but this isn’t explained anywhere on the proposal. If these are course prerequisites (and not prerequisites to the minor), the number can be changed to 0.  Otherwise, those prerequisite hours should be explained somewhere in the proposal and added to the advising sheet in some way.  

· Under “Assessment,” the question “Is this a degree program?” should be answered “no.” 

· There is also one typo: “Rational” should be “Rationale.”

Entomology:
· This proposal will need some additional documentation before we can send it forward: a quarter advising sheet, the transition plan, and a letter of support from the Chair.

· There is an error, perhaps a typo: Entomology 3330 and 4440H are both listed as “Social Insects.”

· The Maximum Required credit hours offered by the unit should be filled in (13 hours for semesters, and the corresponding number of hours for quarters).

· The language on the advising sheet “Additional Electives” was confusing since pass/no pass classes cannot count toward the minor.  It wasn’t clear why these courses were listed on the advising sheet.  It might be better simply to add a note to the effect that pass/no pass courses cannot count toward the minor.

· Finally, all references to the GEC should be changed to GE on the advising sheet.

I am also forwarding comment to specific minors to the individual proposers.

If you have any questions about these comments or the subcommittee’s deliberations in general, please let me know.

Thanks.

Jim Fredal

Cc: Bernadette Vankeerbergen
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